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Northfielders for Justice in Palestine/Israel (NJP)  
is a group of community members who organize local 

events to educate and advocate for  
justice and peace in Palestine/Israel. 

 
 

For more information or to volunteer,  
contact NJP at info@njpmn.org. 



DARLENE COX   
Darlene Cox is a member of the Northfield United Methodist Church. 

 
 

 Good morning members of the Northfield Area Interfaith 
Alliance.  Thank you for granting our group this time to speak at your 
October meeting.  We have requested a time to come before your 
organization in order to tell you  about our group and how we could be 
a resource for you.  We four presenters will each take 4 minutes to 
introduce ourselves, give a brief story of how we became involved, and 
give some information about our group. 
 
 I am Darlene Cox, one of the original members of Northfielders 
for Justice in Palestine /Israel. I will tell you of the beginnings and the 
make up of our 
group. 
 
 Northfielders for Justice in Palestine/Israel is a local Northfield 
grassroots group, formed in 2007. We are an ecumenical group, with 
members belonging to Northfield (your) congregations. Most of our 
denominations have justice related statements on this issue, and also 
support mission personnel in Jerusalem and the West Bank – working 
with our fellow Christians there. I am a member of Northfield United 
Methodist Church which has 3 staff people in the Holy Land.  Because 
of the significance of justice to our faith and to the situation in the 
Holy Land, we chose to use the word justice in the name of our group. 
We feel called to do justice and  respond to the injustices we have 
witnessed in the Holy Land.  We have 13 active members, most of 
whom have traveled to the Holy Land – to both Israel and Palestine 
and have met with people from the three Abrahamic faiths. We have 
20 associate members who help with our events in various ways.  Then 
there is a third circle of at least 36 supportive people, with whom we 
have had contact. These are people who are interested in what we are 
doing and want to be informed regarding news from the Holy Land 
and to learn of ways they can help bring about justice. 
 
 One of the main reasons for the formation of this group was to 



provide educational opportunities to the people of Northfield 
regarding the realities in the Holy Land.  We have noticed that 
awareness of the plight of the Palestinians is not generally known.  
Another reason to form such a group is the value in working with 
others who have  similar experiences and understanding. Together we 
can do things that would not  be possible as individuals 
 
 I was new to this issue when I was drawn to attend a lecture by 
Ned Hanauer at St. Olaf College in 2002. He was a Jewish scholar who 
was a media activist for Palestinian rights. He has since died. At this 
talk I heard of a group of Minnesotans, mostly pastors and seminary 
students, who were planning a trip to the Holy Land that year – and 
there was a space for me.  The trip would involve being a presence 
during the olive harvest. Having grown up on a farm, this  captured 
my interest. Palestinians were asking internationals to come and be 
present with the Palestinian farmers who were harvesting olives on 
their land that was next to Israeli settlements, as the settlers were 
attacking the Palestinians when they were trying to harvest their 
olives. 
 
 During my stay in the Holy Land I was struck by two strong 
impressions that have shaped my actions ever since: 
 

The first was - “How can this terrible daily oppression, this lack 
of freedoms and human rights for the Palestinians, that I was 
witnessing, - How can this be happening and the world is not 
doing anything about it?” 
 
And secondly - As I was walking down a street in Bethlehem I 
was struck by this thought “If Jesus was walking these streets 
today, he would be working to alleviate this suffering.” 

 
So, since then, I have felt compelled to continue to do what I can to 
bring about justice in the Holy Land – justice for all. 



RUTH  HANSEN 
Ruth Hansen is a member of St. John's Lutheran Church of Northfield. 

 
 
 I am Ruth Hansen from St. John's Lutheran Church.  I guess I'm the 
grandmother of this group since I have visited this  small piece of land called 
Holy 21 times in the last 43 years.  I have spent time studying at the Hebrew 
University and the Palestinian St. George's College, both in Jerusalem.  I 
have been warmly welcomed by Israeli women and by Palestinian families in 
each of their homes.  The hospitality of both groups are outstanding.  I 
continue to have fine relationships with friends who are Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim.  My concern for the current situation has nothing to do with any 
kind of prejudice toward any group.   
  
 I have seen extreme changes taking place over the last 43 years.  My 
first visit in 1968 was the year after the 6-day war.  There still was certain 
amount of freedom for people on the  Bank.  There had been no demolition of 
homes or restrictions on moving around the country.  Palestinians still filled 
the streets of Old Jerusalem coming from the West Bank to sell their products 
and to shop.  The churches and mosques in Jerusalem still held many 
worshipers from East Jerusalem and the West Bank.  However, each year as I 
traveled back I saw the problems slowly arising.  The truckloads of fresh 
fruits and vegetables that the Palestinians have always cultivated used to line 
the highways from Israel to Jordan were no longer visible.  They were no 
longer allowed on the Israeli roads and were required to go through check 
points at each village along the old rough roads.  Perishable goods could not 
tolerate this and so that part of the economy dried up.  Now it became very 
difficult to go between Bethlehem and Jerusalem - a distance of 5 miles - 
even for hospital and religious visits.  Young people between the ages of 15 
and 30 rarely even try anymore. 
  
 Each year more and more of the hilltops on the West are being covered 
with cities with all the amenities of modern living, green lawns, swimming 
pools and playgrounds - and these are the 'settlements', exclusively for Jews.  
I have visited them and they have proudly showed me their nce homes.  The 
Israelis living in them don't even realize that they are living on confiscated 



Palestinian land!  It was just a wonderful subsidized option for cheap 
housing.  I have also visited the refugee camps  below where the Palestinians 
are crowded together in humble homes with running water available only a 
few hours a day and yet they, too, would invite me into their homes and 
offered to share with me from their meater offerings. 
  
 Back in the United States, as a pastor's wife who had visited the Holy 
Land,  I was often asked by churches to give a presentation on my travels.  
These were usually followed by discussion.  The two questions that were 
inevitably asked were:  "Were there really Christians Arabs?" and "Weren't 
you afraid to travel among the Palestinians?"  The answer to the first is 
obvious.  Where was Jesus born and do you think all the first Christians just 
disappeared?  Many will tell you of their Christian ancestors from 
generations back.  The second question is really ridiculous.  This is a people 
known for their hospitality and who warmly receive all visitors.  I let my two 
young grandchildren spend an evening in Bethlehem with 4 Palestinian boys, 
2 Christians and 2 Muslim.  It was the highlight of their trip as they were 
shown the environs of Bethlehem and shared many mutual interests.  The 
boys told them that they wouldn't mind living next door to an Israeli Jew if 
they were allowed their freedom.  But back again in the U.S. I asked a 
Sunday School class what they thought of when they heard the word 
Palestinian.  Immediately their hands shot up as if they were holding a gun.  
What a travesty to have a generation of young people thinking this way!    
  
 I knew that I had to begin telling others of my experiences but for many 
Years I felt that I was a lone wolf out there trying to explain the truth.  When 
we retired to Northfield I found some like-minded people that had also seen 
what I had in the Holy Land.  We eventually formed what is now called 
Northfielders for Justice in Palestine/Israel.  I hope that you will want to learn 
more and attend our fundraising dinner on November 12 for an ecumenical 
school in Bethlehem founded by Dr. Mitri Raheb,. pastor of Christmas 
Lutheran Church in Bethlehem.  His Bright Stars program is educating both 
Christian and Muslim children with a vigorous education that also includes 
all the arts and especially focuses on peaceful resolutions of problems. 



ALLISON SCHMITT 
Allison Schmitt moved to Northfield a year ago after serving the 
Lutheran church in Jerusalem for two years as communication director. 

 

  

 Who hasn’t dreamed of going to Jerusalem? Ever since my 
Sunday school days, I hoped to one day walk the streets where Jesus 
walked so many centuries ago. 
 
 But the reality turned out to be more than I could have hoped – I 
lived there for two years working with the Palestinian Lutheran 
church, returning to Minnesota a little more than a year ago. 
 
 Oftentimes people are surprised to hear that there are 
Christians, much less Lutherans, in the Middle East. This is in part 
why I come to NAIA today – to help create awareness among people 
of faith and among Christians in particular about their sisters and 
brothers there.  
 
 As communication director for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land, I had direct experience of what Lutherans 
in Israel-Palestine are doing to promote a vision of full humanity, 
security and self determination for all who live in the region. 
 
 I hope you’ll forgive me if I brag a little, but my experience was 
that Lutherans were in the forefront of fostering interfaith dialogue 
and cooperation. I saw they were making major contributions to 
Palestinian civil society, nurturing faith and strengthening families, as 
well as preserving Palestinian culture through the arts, education, and 
civic institutions. 
 
 I met people with deep and abiding faith – faith that was a 
source of comfort and hope that helped them endure difficult 
circumstances. 
 
 I also saw faith destroyed by the overwhelming challenges: 

• grade school choirs en route to church services turned back 
at check points 

• Lutheran youth group outings and women’s conferences 
cancelled at the last minute and without reason by Israeli 



officials 
• livelihoods ruined by lopsided public policies 
• farmers separated from their land by Israel’s separation wall 
• families kept apart by unjust residency rules 
• clergy spending their time not ministering to their 

parishioners but navigating an Israeli bureaucracy that 
appears to be inscrutable and oppressive by design 

 
 As a result, Palestinian Christians are leaving the region at an 
alarming rate. In just two generations, Christians have gone from 
being a quarter of the population to now being less than 2 percent. A 
recent study showed that high unemployment, growing extremism 
and the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land are responsible for the 
emigration. 
 
 Those who remain fear that, instead of vibrant, living faith 
communities, their churches will become museums. It is inconceivable 
for Christians – as it would be for practitioners of any faith -- that 
their faith tradition would die out in the land where it was born.  
 
 That is why many Christian denominations – including some 
represented in the NAIA and NJP -- have significant ministries in 
Israel-Palestine and have developed social statements that lay out 
their policies and commitment to peace with justice for the region. I 
have brought along copies of the ELCA statement, which will be 
available after our presentation. 
 
 The social statement is one small example of how NJP can be a 
resource to your faith community by pointing you to resources in the 
community, such as various books, DVDs and periodicals available at 
the library or from NJP members. We have resources available for 
loan, such as a collection of 60 photos that document Palestinian 
history and a Palestinian “Stations of the Cross,” which uses large 
wooden crosses to tell the Passion story through Palestinian eyes. We 
can also put you in touch with state, national and international 
organizations that advocate for justice in the region.  
 
 Just as it was a privilege to live and serve the faith 
community in Jerusalem, it would be a privilege to serve the faith 
community here. Thank you. 



BILL MCGRATH 
Bill McGrath is a member of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Northfield. 

 
 

 Good morning. I’m Bill McGrath. I’ve lived in Northfield since 1977. 
I’m a member of the Northfield Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. 
 
 In the summer of 2007, I lived for a month with an Arab Palestinian 
family in the West Bank. I had a chance to walk around and talk with local 
citizens in Jenin, Nablus, Ramallah,  Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron and 
Jericho as well as Bedouins in the Negev desert.   
 
 I went through Israeli checkpoints in the West Bank approximately 15 
times during that month. The only problem I experienced at a checkpoint 
was one time when a young Israeli solider would not allow our bus, or our 
Palestinian bus driver, to continue the journey. Instead, our group had to 
rent five taxis.  
 
 I visited several refugee camps, as well as several West Bank 
shopping districts. In Jerusalem, near Jaffa Gate, it was creepy to see men 
walking around carrying what I would describe as assault rifles. They wore 
no uniforms.  
 
 But even in confrontational situations, I felt safe in the West Bank. 
One day I went to a village where I attended a peaceful protest regarding 
the Israeli security barrier that had been built across the agricultural land of 
the villagers. The routing of this Israeli barrier or wall has been criticized 
by international human rights organizations. After an Israeli soldier 
announced that we were illegally on Israeli military property, the soldiers 
fired tear gas canisters over our heads, followed by plastic bullets being 
shot at those who did not leave the area. I saw a member of our group 
being transported on a stretcher to an ambulance, apparently having been 
injured.  
 
 But in general, I felt very safe among the Palestinian Arabs, and I 



would like to go back there. When I returned to Northfield, I gave many 
talks -- including a half-hour slide show -- that were intended in part to 
encourage more Americans to visit not only the West Bank, but also Israel 
itself. Also in summer 2007, I became a founding member of Northfielders 
for Justice in Palestine/Israel, also known as NJP. 
 
 During the past four years, our NJP organization has presented 
various types of events. 
 

We have brought in speakers who have spent time in either Gaza or 
the West Bank. Our speakers have included members of the three 
Abrahamic faiths. 

 
We have shown a dozen movies. Our movies and speakers have been 
presented in Northfield churches including United Church of Christ, 
United Methodist, Bethel Lutheran and St. John’s Lutheran, Unitarian 
Universalist and St. Dominic’s Catholic Church. Our next big event 
will be a fundraiser dinner in St. John’s Lutheran Church on Nov. 12. 

 
We have also provided a presence at the Northfield Library, Bridge 
Square and other public locations, promoting a theme of human rights 
and international law within the Israel/Palestine conflict. 

 
We have met with our elected officials, specifically Congressman 
John Kline and Sen. Amy Klobuchar, as well as our state senator Al 
DeKruif and our state house rep Kelby Woodard. 

 
 Most recently, our group has written a brochure that expresses our 
perceptions of what’s going on in the Middle East. We look forward to 
learning more about how the churches of Northfield feel about what’s 
going on in the Middle East.  
 
 If your churches want to learn more about Judaism or life in Israel, 
please turn to Alan Rubinstein. If your churches want to learn about what 
life is like for Palestinians in the West Bank, please talk to one of us. 
Thank you.


